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Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Aug. 13

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the Chemical Weapons
Convention
August 13, 1992

The President announced today strong
United States support for the Chemical
Weapons Convention completed at the
Conference on Disarmament in Geneva,
August 7. He said the United States is com-
mitted to signing the treaty as soon as it
is open for signature, and he called on all
other nations to make a similar pledge.

The treaty, concluded after years of inten-
sive negotiations, calls for the total banning
of chemical weapons worldwide. The
United States has been committed to that
goal since the beginning of the negotiations

and applauds the dedicated efforts of all
who have helped to bring the talks to a
successful conclusion. The United States
firmly believes that removing the threat of
these weapons of terror is now possible and
will be achieved when all states join and
abide by this treaty.

The United States underscores its inten-
tion of working actively to bring the Chemi-
cal Weapons Convention into force at the
earliest possible date and believes that all
responsible governments will join us in this
pursuit.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting Proposed Legislation
on Welfare Reform
August 13, 1992

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Enclosed for the consideration of the

Congress are four legislative proposals to
promote work, provide flexibility, and en-
courage innovation in Federal public assist-
ance programs. Enactment of these propos-
als is a necessary step to ending welfare
being a way of life and accomplishing this
task in a way that learns what works in
making public assistance recipients self-suf-
ficient.

Much has been accomplished during my
Administration to transform welfare from
a system of assistance to a ladder of oppor-
tunity. Much more can be accomplished.
What we have done and what we have al-
ready asked you to do were reviewed in
a paper my Administration released on July
31.

We must do more if we are to realize
the call I made in my State of the Union
address to you earlier this year to replace
the assumptions of the welfare state. My
objective for welfare reform is this: to create
conditions that will enable recipients of
public assistance to achieve self-sufficiency
at the earliest possible moment. Achieving

this goal means a new commitment to work.
To realize this commitment, I am proposing
to remove obstacles and limitations that cur-
rently face States that want to make a com-
mitment to work the center of what welfare
means in that State. The ‘‘Welfare Employ-
ment and Flexibility Amendments of 1992’’
and the ‘‘Food Stamp Employment and
Flexibility Amendments of 1992,’’ for-
warded with this letter, remove limits to
work.

In the State of the Union address, I prom-
ised help for States that wanted to reform
their welfare systems. The Federal Govern-
ment would give expeditious consideration
of State requests for waivers. Since that
time, my Administration has approved six
demonstration waiver projects for five
States.

All six demonstrations involve the Aid to
Families with Dependent Children (AFDC)
program. But our public assistance program
is broader than AFDC, and many individ-
uals benefit from multiple programs. The
‘‘Food Stamp Employment and Flexibility
Amendments of 1992’’ and the ‘‘Housing
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